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Leak barriers play a critical role in roofing system performance:
Choosing the right leak barrier for the job is critical to system performance and to your reputation. So when it comes to  
leak barriers, how do you know which product is right for your next job? Consider the following...

Code Requirements
• �The Codes Are Clear... In the “North”, building code 

requires the use of leak barrier at the eaves.
• �Be Prepared... GAF-Elk highly recommends the 

use of leak barriers in areas where hail, heavy rains  
or wind-driven rain are common. Leak barriers help  
protect against the leaks and damage these storms  
may cause.

Shingles, Metal or Tile?
• ��Understand Compatibility... Mineral surfaced leak 

barriers aren’t recommended for use with metal. They  
may abrade metal roofing over time, leading to leaks  
and premature deterioration of the roof covering.

• �Choosing The Right Product… Some leak barriers 
may react in high heat conditions; some may not support 
the weight of tile loading. GAF-Elk’s broad family  
of leak barriers helps assure the right product for  
virtually any application.

Installer Confidence
• ���Maintain Customer Satisfaction... Choosing 

full system components from one manufacturer helps 
avoid finger pointing, keeping customers satisfied and 
protecting your reputation.

 

Avoid Call Backs...  
Assure Property Owners 
Peace of Mind With Quality...

Leak Barriers

Leak Barriers for Every Application!
Leak 

Barrie
rs

Learn about

• ����Be Confident In Its Performance... Be sure leak 
barriers meet or exceed ASTM D1970 criteria and are  
UL approved accessories in the installation of the full 
roofing system.

• ����Feel The Difference… “Mat Surfaced” products 
(with specially formatted compounds) may increase the 
feeling of traction under foot, especially on steeper slopes.



Smart Choice®

Acceptable Roof 
Covering(s) Shingles Shingles Shingles, Metal Shingles, Tile

Surfacing Mat Regionally available  
mineral surfacing Film with added tackifiers Spun bond glass  

reinforced polyester mat

Roll Size 200 sq ft  
(18.6 sq m)

150 sq ft  
(13.9 sq m)

200 sq ft  
(18.6 sq m)

200 sq ft  
(18.6 sq m)

200 sq ft  
(18.6 sq m)

Roll Length 66.7 ft  
(20.3 m)

50 ft  
(15.2 m)

66.7 ft  
(20.3 m)

66.8 ft  
(20.3 m)

67.8 ft  
(20.7 m)

Roll Width 36 in  
(0.9m)

36 in  
(0.9m)

36 in  
(0.9m)

36 in  
(0.9m)

39.4 in 
(1.0 m)

Key Benefits • �Glass mat based  
with special surface 
compound for added 
traction underfoot

• �Up to 60 day exposure
• �Up to 30 year  

limited warranty**

• �Glass mat reinforced 
for dimensional  
stability with classic 
surfacing material  
preferred by most  
contractors

• �Repositionable for  
ease in application 

• �Up to 60 day exposure
• �Up to 30 year  

limited warranty**

• �Glass mat reinforced for  
dimensional stability

• �Film surface with  
added tackifiers  
for slip resistance

• �High temperature… 
250°F compound for  
use under metal

• �Repositionable for  
ease in application

• �Up to 60 day exposure
• �Up to 30 year limited 

material warranty**

• �White surfacing…stays cool
• �Glass reinforced polyester...  

a strong durable, dimen-
sional stable product 

• �Repositionable for ease  
in application

• �Up to 180 day exposure
• �Up to 15 year limited  

material warranty** 

Applicable 
Standards

• ��ICC-ES Evaluation 
Report (ESR 1322)

• ��Meets the performance 
criteria of ASTM 
D1970

• �����UL Classified. See 
complete marking  
on product

• ��ICC-ES Evaluation 
Report (ESR 1322)

• ��Texas Department 
of Insurance

• ��Miami-Dade County 
Approved

• ��State of Florida 
Approved

• ���UL Classified. See 
complete marking  
on product

• ��ICC-ES Evaluation 
Report (ESR 1322)

• ����Texas Department  
of Insurance

• ��Miami-Dade County 
Approved

• ��State of Florida Approved
• ���UL Classified. See  

complete marking  
on product

• ��ICC-ES Evaluation Report 
(ESR 1322)

• ������Miami-Dade County 
Approved

• ��State of Florida Approved
• ���UL Classified. See 

complete marking  
on product

Choose The Right GAF-Elk Leak Barrier For Each Application...

WEATHERWATCH
®

Mat Surfaced Leak Barrier With XTra Traction XT

Low -Slope 
Membranes 

Roof Accessory 
Paint

Pre-Cut Starter 
Strip Shingles 

The GAF-Elk Smart Choice® Roof System 
Solution has earned the prestigious Good 
Housekeeping Seal, which means tha t 
Good  Housekeeping stands behind the 
products in this system (refer to Good 
Housekeeping Magazine for its consumer 
protection policy).

visit www.gaf.comRoofSystemSolution

Leak  
Barrier

Quality 
Shingles

Quality You Can Trust 
Since 1886...From 
North America’s Largest 
Roofing Manufacturer™

Attic 
Ventilation

Roof Deck 
Protection

Ridge Cap 
Shingles
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Smart Choice®

** See limited warranty for complete details

™

WEATHERWATCH®

WEATHERWATCH™

WEATHERWATCH™

WEATHERWATCH™

WEATHERWATCH®

Mineral Surfaced Leak Barrier Film Surfaced Leak Barrier Waterproof Protection Under Tile Roofs


